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NEW DATA ON LF.RISTA tSG&Ull, A KAKE SKINK
FROM SOUTHERN CAPE \ORK PENINSULA, AUS-
TRALIA. Memoirs of the Queensland Must-utn 42(f): 24

fW - Lerteio tognffltf Storr. 1991 is poorly known h
treated as 'rare' (McDonald etal. 1 991 land was known. prior

(0 Sepl , iMfV, from 10 specimens (the holotypc and QlflO

;

ju-:jj ypes) from what amounts to a simile locality — the

foredune ol the beach between the mouth of the Mclvor R,

and Cape Flattery, on southern Cape York Peninsula. i_

fngramt is one tif a few species of Australian skinks i i, I

(pedes) noi photographed in life ihe type locality- of this.

jpecifb has been visited recently ( 13 Septi 1996). As a result
in clarify some minor discrepancies v\ iih collection dam

:i! (he type specimens; present photographs of a live specimen

Ol U tn^hmii and of njfi type locality. dCtfCffblB Ihe colour of Z_

irtgmmi in life: and cununonl on prey of/., ingrami.

Published data on ihe type locality and the collection

uiy of The pararypes ut L m^romi |fi aj t unance slightly

with lnlonruiion recorded in the Queensland Museum regis-

Ilt Storr ( 1991 ) records;

'Holotypc 131396 in Queensland Museum collecied on 27
July 1976 by G.J. Ingram near beach north of Mclver River,

i -nsland'.m I5"07'S. L45
n
U"fi\

I'araivpes Queensland: 7km N of mouth of Mclver River
iQM2*0644-5 1 ) and 5km N (QM20653(*

The QM register entries for these specimens are:

QMJ32396 (holo pi iq
i
mission rood near beach, north of

MclvorR,. l3July. 1976, O.J. Ingram
1

fDnteol regtfttroHpn

nde.Uiy 27 lnly.'l07f, |(

"QM J 20644 5 1 { paralyses (approx. 4in N ofMclvorR. mouth
loktown 1:250000 528089, 20 No\ , 1070, JAC, T Pi Tcb-

lanncr, 'buried in sand under log on first dune"

QMJ2Q&53 fparatypcj appro* Jfn N a! Mclvor R. mouth.
i odkiown 1:2500003111090, 20 Nov., 1970, JAC, T.P.Teb-
lrle,C. Tanner; 'buried m sumlol" I ns| dune -under logs'. (Dale

of registration and entry 6 Jan.. K>71),
For the last-mentioned, sometime in or about L986, Ian-

i jde/ltmgifude were i :ilrulalcd I'mm an atlas and added to the

register in pencil, 15*05*3 1 45 I4E.
Following advice from til fagWTI [lector of the hoto-

lyptf uf L iNgrami) and using a 'Magellan Global Positioning

I tit (i it'S)'. we have calculated the type locality for L
KOttj/lPy i ial ISWOKS 1 4yMa/42'U very close to the

locality calculated Tor/by Siombut reentered intheQM register!

..I ihe tunc Of his deNcnpuon of the species -
1
5°07"

1 45" 1
5'

"

We Collected (opcitypic specimens QMJ6*2430
QMJ62443, < toe has been photographed (Fig 2) All were
iund in the middle c*fthe day,

babtttV onsliL'.htU mnisi sand

iniflci dead £oeOrVuts t)nwi disturbed, itiey invariably sought
escape ifltu Ihe sand. Both mid body (20 X3) and supracihary

(1

i i I'tu- type Kc.iii.', -i tertsiq wgriami i

'
I

Iwtagraph. JACj

FIG 1 Umw ifl.vntmi t Photograph, lefl Wright, QM)

counts (5x2, 4x1 J for these specimens fall within the range
given for the species by Storr (1991).

L ingrami was described from old (15-21 years,I spirit

material, so ib. colour in hie WAS not known- Storr* s deftcrip-

Uon 0991) can be augmented; body uppersurfaee a shiny pink

or grey-beige, profusely marked by liny dark brown d» its
;. head

scales dark-edged. A sharp-edged dark brown lateral Stripe

runs from the rostral to the base of the tail, tapering posteri-

orly. Upper surfaces of limbs the same colour as dorsum, also

with dark brown (minute) dots. Venter (SV) pale grey-wlnie

Tail pale to very bright orange ventrally and dorsal ly,

There is little information on the prey of Unsta spp
Wilson & Knowles ( I9RS) report '. Small'arthropods, (faff

eggs and larvae probably constitute the hulk oj their diets ...

'

/_ bipes and L. muelleri are the only species from sandy
localities for which prey have been reported, and there is only

one oilier reference to prey of Lerisra < a Tasmanian record of
Hewer & Mollison. L974). Smith 1, 1976) records orthopterans

trom L 1'ipfi. and proturans and co||enib*>lans Inun I
muclicri. Faecal pellets from the recendy-collected L ingrami
have been examined by Or G Monteith. Senior Curator ( Fnto-

mfllOgyjai the Queensland Museum. They contain remains of

L\tfO small scorpions ' Arachnida: Scorpionida) and two small

seed bugs (insecia Lygaeidae) Botlv he advises, are common
and active amongst leaf litter.

Tissue samples were taken from QMJ62430 and
QMJ6243 1 and sent to the tissue library of the South Auslra

lian Museum. Adelaide. Only minor external morphological
characters (e.g., mid-body seales, lamellae ol (he llnnl (oe,

supraeiliarv scales and colour) separate /„ ingrami frotn /

,

orienialiUO? Vis, 1SS9j and L, -ontthta Storr, 199 1.
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